
 Saigon - May 1, 2008 
  
Dear Mr. & Mrs. Pham Dang Khai and the ROF, 
  
On April 26, 2008, the Messengers of Love Group visited the patients at the Children 
Hospital II, formerly known as Grall hospital.  The group had planned to visit each of the 
seven sections in the hospital to donate $200 VN dong to each of the ten children with the 
most serious health conditions and who are in desperate need for financial 
assistance.    However, at each and every section, many families presented their children 
and sought for help.  Once these have been validated by the nurses, the Group had 
donated additional gifts to several more children at each section, particularly those in the 
psychiatry department.  Because the children had remained in the hospital too long, their 
families had run out of money, already poor had become more miserable. 
  
Being at the hospital is to witness the painful torment.  Illness has followed these children 
since birth: weakened kidney, liver, lung, heart, brain, mind, and HIV.  Parents need 
to devote their full time on caring for their sick child, thus are not able to focus on 
anything else.  The suffering, not only suffered by the sick child, is also undergone by 
family members. 
  
Muscle pain, thought to only happen to adults, unbelievably also affected a 14 year old 
girl and has given her so much pain for many years.  Kidney disease, thought to only 
happen to those with years of physical hard work, unbelievably also happened to the little 
children who had to also "learn" about their kidney conditions at their young 
ages.  Children suffering brain disease can't express themselves, but those with mental 
illness are even more devastated.  They constantly move their hands and feet, requiring 
their family members to hold them tightly so that they won't fall.  And other children 
have the illness of being "afraid".  They are always "afraid" of things and grasp their 
grand-mother around the neck.  Children with heart problem can pass away at any time, 
and because many of them are with terminal illness, they have been in the urgent care in 
case of an emergency.  Some require operations but too fragile to undergo surgery, lack 
of strength from having deficient hospital food with improper nutrition and the inability 
to help from poor family.  Most devastated are those children born from parents with 
HIV.  The faces of the children appear spirited, yet their parents' are very pale.  Money 
donated to help feed the children is also believed to benefit these parents as well. 
  
After two hours visiting these children, the Messengers of Love sadly left the hospital 
with the hope that these sick children will soon fulfill their existence on earth so that they 
will be relieved from suffering.  On behalf of the little patients, we sincerely thank you 
and the members of the ROF for giving us the chance to carry out the charitable mission 
from the triptal.  May everything is safe and sound with you and the members of the 
ROF. 
  
   Thich Nu Tue Dung - Messengers of Love 
(Letter from Thich Nu Tue Dung – translated by Thanh Nga) 
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